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®

The Best 50 Women in Business 

program honors 50 of New Jer-

sey’s most accomplished women. To be 

considered for this award, each candi-

date was required to hold significant 

decision-making power, as an owner, 

partner or senior executive in a for-

profit organization, and live or work 

in New Jersey. An independent three-

judge panel selected this year’s win-

ners from a group of many outstand-

ing nominees, each identified solely by 

a number. Using a point system, the 

judges rated nominees in three cat-

egories: professional accomplishment, 

including level of achievement within 

the nominee’s company, industry and 

region; community involvement, in-

cluding past and present activities in 

which the nominee and/or her busi-

ness has participated; and advocacy 

for women within the nominee’s com-

pany, industry and region. After two 

weeks of deliberation, the judges to-

taled up their scores to reveal the in-

dividuals honored as New Jersey’s Best 

50 Women in Business 2009.   F

The Selection Process

2009 New Jersey’s Best 50 Women in Business Judges

2009

New Jersey’s Best 50 Women in Business

Denise McVey
President, S3

Lori Grifa
Partner, Wolff & Samson PC

Heather G. Suarez, Esq.
Partner, Walder Hayden & Brogran P.A.



Bonnie A. Evans
Senior Vice President
Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation
West Orange, Essex County

Education: Bachelor’s degree in  
physical therapy, Northeastern 
University; master’s degree in health 
administration, Seton Hall University.

Job responsibility: 
Hospital administrator.

Company description: Provider of physi-
cal medicine and rehabilitation programs.

Favorite Quote: “I’ve learned that 
people will forget what you said, 
people will forget what you did, but 	

	 people will never forget how you  
	 made them feel.” – Maya Angelou.

What are your hopes for women in business in the future?

“My hopes are that women in business will embrace the opportunities to 
mentor other women both formally and informally, presenting them with 
real challenges and celebrating their accomplishments. I predict women 
will continue to make contributions to the quality of life in New Jersey.”
Role Model: Doris Sipos, former executive director of the Henry H. Kessler Foundation. 
She helped me to recognize my potential as a leader, taught me to network and 
gave me honest advice.

Primary professional/community affiliations: West Orange Chamber of Commerce; 
Executive Women of New Jersey; New Jersey Brain Injury Association; Friends’ Health 
Connection; American Physical Therapy Association. 

Susan A. Feeney 
Partner
McCarter & English LLP
Newark, Essex County

Education: Bachelor’s degree in 
secondary education, Seton Hall  
University; law degree, Fordham  
University Law School.

Job responsibility: Tax and  
employee benefits partner.

Company description: Law firm.

Favorite quote: “Start by  
doing what’s necessary, then  
what’s possible, and suddenly  
you are doing the impossible.”  
– St. Francis of Assisi.

What are the biggest issues facing businesswomen in New Jersey?

“The state of the economy…However, we need to remember that hard 
economic times also create an opportunity…Businesswomen should 
remember that this may be a good time to start a new product line or 
business instead of panicking and doing nothing.”
Definition of a leader: One who listens to different points of view and then 
builds a consensus towards a result or goal.

Primary professional/community affiliations: New Jersey State Bar Association;  
New Jersey State Bar Foundation; Essex County Bar Association; American Bar Founda-
tion; American Bar Association; Supreme Court Committee on the New Jersey Tax Court; 
State of New Jersey, Committee on Character; N.J. Sales and Use Tax Review Commission; 
The Counselors of Real Estate; Legal Services Foundation of Essex County; The New Jersey 
Lawyer; Dorough Lupus Foundation; Flame of Charity Foundation, Diocese of Metuchen; 
New Jersey Association of County Tax Board Commissioners and Administrators.

Kathleen  
Connelly-Agnostak
Partner
Lindabury McCormick Estabrook & Cooper
Westfield, Union County

Education: Bachelor’s degree  
in English and political science, 
Monmouth University;  
law degree, Rutgers School  
of Law-Newark.

Job responsibility: 
Labor and employment counsel.

Company description: Law firm.

Favorite quote:  
“Let not your heart 
be troubled.” – John 14:1.

What are the biggest issues facing businesswomen in New Jersey?

“Many small businesses in the state were started by women. In this 
perilous economy, many women business owners will find it increas-
ingly difficult to compete with larger, more-established competitors.”
Best advice: Work is hard, so be sure you really like what you do. If not, stop  
doing it…It’s never too late to change!

Primary professional/community affiliations: American Bar Association; New 
Jersey State Bar Association; Union County Bar Association; Eastern Monmouth 
Area Chamber of Commerce; Monmouth Ocean Development Council; National 
Association of Professional Women; Family Promise.

Lawra J. Dodge
President
Excel Environmental Resources Inc.
North Brunswick, Middlesex County

Education: Bachelor’s  
degree in geological  
sciences, Rutgers University.

Job responsibility:  
Executive.

Company description: 
Environmental consulting 
and engineering firm.

Favorite quote:  
“Everyone puts their pants  
on the same way, one leg at 
 a time.” – Bob Harris, father.

Who do you consider your most influential role model?

“My dad. He succeeded as a businessman and salesman by establish-
ing extraordinary relationships with clients, colleagues and staff, 
who respected his expertise, honesty, professionalism and charm.”
Biggest issues facing businesswomen in New Jersey: The downturned economy, 
excessive taxation and regulation, and continually increasing insurance and 
healthcare costs.

Primary professional/community affiliations: North Brunswick Township Envi-
ronmental Commission; PlanSmart NJ; New Jersey Builders Association; Paterson 
Environmental Restoration Committee; Paterson Habitat for Humanity; NAIOP, 
the Commercial Real Estate Development Association; International Council of 
Shopping Centers; Brownfield Development Area Steering Committees; Women’s 
Auxiliary for Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital.
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